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The basic concern of peace research is the pursuit of peace with peaceful 

means, if possible in a holistic and global manner. One day an invitation 

comes from someone less virtuous. It may be from the Devil himself who is 

not at all pursuing peace: a superpower, for instance. It may be from some 

lesser devil that wants peace, but then with less than peaceful means, and of 

such lesser satans there are many, indeed. Or, the invitation may come from 

somebody neither holistic, nor global – these being lesser sins we shall 

assume that case to be unproblematic. After all, peace research has been 

instrumental in making the whole field of international studies more holistic 

and global, and often through contact. 

 

So, what is the answer when virtue is confronted by vice? The situation is 

not unproblematic. The right instinct is to pursue contact, both with the hope 

of changing the devil and his evil ways; of making oneself available to 

change, for instance of the perception of the devil as a devil; in order to 

change the whole relationship in a more peaceful direction. But then, on the 

other hand, there is also the risk that the Devil used the contact for his evil 

purposes as a part of his pursuit of direct and/or structural violence. He may 

be spying to legitimize himself by showing off his contacts with angels; and 

he may try to convert the more naïve among peace researchers into 
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instruments of his trade whether the Devil is national or international: 

military/defense/security, foreign affairs, or corporate. In most cases his 

resources are considerably beyond those of the peace researchers, and here 

comes that invitation for supper. 

 

In principle the answer is simple and already well known: when eating 

supper with the Devil, bring a long spoon. It is the precise nature of that long 

spoon that has to be spelt out, and the following are three simple rules I use 

to decide whether to accept or reject an invitation. They are offered here as 

proposals for discussion. 


















